A LONG JOURNEY FOR LITTLE REWARD    Broadstairs   253,  1st   Xl   248 

	An early start for the longest journey of the season to Broadstairs – the last time we visited them your correspondent had travelled by train. That was two years ago, our hosts having been promoted at the end of that season, but their visit to the First Division was only a short one and so we were back there again 
	There are invariably a lot of runs in the Broadstairs wicket and as it is not the biggest of grounds, a score of at least 250 is needed by the side batting first to give them the upper hand and, even then, they will need to bowl well 
	Our hosts, by winning the toss, got first choice of the wicket and, at the end of the 16th over were 76 for 4 – the best way to prevent your opponents getting a big score is by bowling them out as quickly as possible; cricket is the simplest of games and sometimes adopting the obvious  tactic is the best way to approach it 
	Mind you, putting the obvious into practice can be more problematic but, thanks to two wickets from Eliot and one each from Ishmail and Jon, we were on the way to doing so	However, and there always seems to be a ‘however’, Broadstairs then recovered to be 150 for 6 at the end of the 30th over so, using the old maxim of ‘look at your score after 30 overs and then double it’ – why is this report full of clichés – they were looking to score around the 300 mark 
	That they did not do so was due to the fact that we took their last four wickets for 103 runs – despite an eighth wicket stand of 52 between Chris Flint (61 n,o) and Alfie Huntley (38), the former not managing to disguise his disgust when he saw his side’s No.11 miss a full toss from Ishmail with two balls left 
	So we had achieved our aim of bowling them out, albeit not as quickly as we would have liked. Ishmail finished with 3 for 45, ‘Mitch’ 3 for 54, whilst Jon and Eliot claimed two a-piece 
	Our reply started promisingly until Josh missed a straight ball to be lbw for 12 and when Velson also missed one, to be bowled for 29, we were 56 for 2 with the two Matts then taking the score to 100 with the last ball of the 21st over at which point Matt Golding attempted to lob the wicket-keeper with a shot that you will not find in any coaching manual and we had lost our third wicket 
	No need to panic as ‘Mabbs’ was joined by the in-form Syd Sherlock and they progressed the score to 133 before the former hit a skier to deep mid-wicket, who judged the catch well and Louis joined Syd for them to put on another 42 before Louis was bowled for 23, and there then followed a crucial period of the game as we lost two wickets cheaply to be reduced to 195 for 7, meaning we needed 59 runs from 62 balls 
	Enter Ishmail, and he and Syd then shared in a partnership of 40 in 39 balls only for Ismail to lob a gentle catch to square leg to depart for 33. However, he had not only done his job – he hit four 4s and scored his runs in 24 balls – but  had shown everyone else how it was done and, with Syd still there, we were probably just favourites but,  with the last ball of the penultimate over Syd was caught at short leg for 47 
	Needing eight from the last over we managed a single from the first two balls but when Eliot tried to emulate MG he, too, was caught behind, so we lost by five runs on a day when both sides were bowled out and over 500 runs were scored 
	Matthew Frewin was the pick of the Broadstairs bowlers, finishing with 5 for 52, all of whom were valuable scalps – well; so his five victims tell me 
MOM: Ishmail – followed his 3 for 45 with a potentially match winning 33 but, sadly, this was not to be 
(Velsen) Devarajulu Lawrence.J Golding Abbett (Syd)Sherlock Pryor Mitchell Rodda.J September Bettridge Ellicott-White 
				Averages 

				Batting 

				Ings		N.O.	Run	HS		Avge

(Syd) Sherlock 		8		3	218	75*		43.60
M. Abbett			8		0	290	65		36.50
M.Golding			8		0	259	85		32.37
M. Mitchell 			6		2	110	54		27.50	
(Velson) Devarajulu		8		0	196	52		24.50 
L. Pryor			8		3	119	33		23.80
I. September 			4		0	94	33		23.50
J. Lawrence 			8		0	183	65		22.87
D. Ellicott-White		4		3	19	11*		19.00
J. Rodda			4		0	42	16		10.50
E, Bettridge 			4		1	18	8		6.00 



				Bowling 

				Overs	Mdns	Runs	Wkts	Best			Avge

I. September			73	8	327	15	3 for 20		21.80
E.Bettridge			76	3	311	13	3 for 36		23.92
J.Rodda			78	2	374	12	3 for 54 		31.17
D. Ellicott-White		80	7	272	8	4 for 17 		34.00
M. Mitchell			80	4	342	10	3 for 41		34.20

Wicket-keeping   13  -  L. Pryor (13 ct) 
Catches   3-  Ellicott-White  2- Lawrence, Abbett ,  Deverajulu, Golding  Rodda September  1- Sherlcok,  Bettridge


COMFORTABLE VICTORY, DESPITE BLIPS   2nd  Xl  260 for  9, Upchurch  228

	Games against Upchurch are invariably competitive and tight so it is pleasing to report that this was a reasonably straightforward victory for the 2nd Xl, although there were a few blips – more of which later 
	A good start always helps and Callum Steel (42)  and Dan Seston (93)  certainly provided that,  but just when we were about to celebrate a century opening partnership Callum, in  attempting to sweep a ball to the mid-wicket boundary to bring up the magical three figures, totally missed it to give the bowler a plumb lbw 
“I was tempted to walk,” explained Callum 
	Siva and Dan continued the good work and put on 50, just, before Siva edged to the ‘keeper to depart for a run-a-ball 29. It is here that we experienced a slight wobble and slumped from 161 for 2, to 176 for 5. But Dan was still there until, needing just seven runs for his first ever OW century, he………..wasn’t, and when Kevin Carruthers was bowled three runs later we were 200 for 7 with almost ten overs left. Could we use all of them and push our total beyond 250? 
	Well, we did better than that, thanks mainly to a whirlwind innings of 23 from David Pilgrim,  including five 4s to all parts of the ground , an unusual situation for David as he is invariably the one being hit in this way, but he eventually perished attempting another big hit only to be stumped 
	Andrew Steel, who had watched this demolition job admiringly  from the other end, was joined by his skipper and they took the score to 250 before Andrew was bowled with 16 balls remaining, which the last wicket pair converted into 10 runs to leave Upchurch needing 261 for victory 
	They, too, started well and raced to 52 from their first eight overs at which point Alan Pattenden (23), attempting to hook Guy Hannah, completely miss-timed his attempt to give Nick Morley a simple catch and when Sanath stumped their number 3 off Doug’s bowling – I’ll leave it up to you decide whether this was indicative of Sanath’s alertness or the fact that the skipper’s bowling is now losing some of its pace - they were 69 for 2 
	Enter Arjun Sharma, late of this parish, and he shared in a partnership of 46 with their remaining opening bat, who had reached 55 when Kevin Carruthers bowled him, a vital wicket as he was looking very menacing 
	Arjun was the next to go, the victim of David’s guile and the safe hands of Kevin, but Upchurch were still very much in this game and progressed to 214 for 6 when Andrew Steel produced a peach of a ball to dismiss their last accredited batsman and expose their tail and, 11 runs later, it was all over, Guy and Doug mobbing up said tail 
	Guy finished with 3 for 44 – he recovered well from a disastrous first over -  and there were two wickets a-piece for Andrew, David and Doug and one for Kevin in a good all-round team performance 
MOM: Dan Seston – a mature and commanding innings and deserved to score his first ton, but have little doubt that it will only be a matter of time before it arrives – possibly, probably, even, than the same landmark for Laurence Allen! 
Steel.C  (Dan)Seston (Siva)Sivaranjan) Morley.N  Pomering.A Dandeniya Carruthers. K (Andrew)Steel Pilgrim Forbes.D Hannah 

					Averages 

					Batting 

				Ings		N.O.	Runs	HS		Avge

N. Morley 			8		2	282	107*		47.00 
(Dan) Seston			8		0	259	93		32.37
D.Forbes			5		4	31	12*		31.00
(Siva) Sivaranjan		8		1	210	81		30.00
D. Pilgrim			5		2	87	33*		29.00
 (Andrew) Steel		7		3	95	34		23.75
C. Steel 			8		0	180	83		22.50
A. Pomering 			7		0	144	54		20.57
K. Carruthers			7		2	76	25		15.20 
S. Dandeniya			7		0	86	46		12.28
G. Hannah			2		1	12	7*		12.00



					Bowling 

				Overs	Mdns	Runs	Wkts	Best			Avge

(Andrew) Steel 		75	7	298	14	3  for 35		21.28
D.Forbes			68	4	293	13	2 for 40		22.53
K. Carruthers 			77.3	4	316	14	4 for 48		22.57
G, Hannah			70.4	0	323	14	4 for 47		23.07
D. Pilgrim 			75	1	301	13	4 for 49		23.15 


Wicket-keeping   12   -  S. Dandeniya  (11ct  1st) 

Catches    7- D.Forbes  4  -  C.Steel,  Carruthers.K,  Morley.N   2 – D.  Pilgrim,  A.Pomering  (Dan) Seston   (Andrew) Steel, 


DEMOLITION  JOB     3rd   Xl   186 ,   Bromley  Common  181  for  7 

	Having enjoyed their week off the 3rd Xl made the short journey to Bromley Common confident that they could resume their good season and Josh Holland (44) and Dan Nichols (42) got them off to the prefect start with an opening partnership of 91 until both fell within six runs of each other and, having acquired the scent of wickets,  the home side then took four more as they bowled themselves back into the game 
	But they had forgotten Jaff Mascarenhas and Matt Carruthers - if only we could do the same -  who took the score to 161 before Jeff edged to the ‘keeper after compiling a hard fought 24. But Matt was still there; could he find someone to stay with him? 
	Well, not for very long, anyway. Joe Jukes lasted just ten balls and Tom Sullivan, having flattered to deceive, his specialist subject, by scoring from the first three balls he received, was dismissed by the fourth leaving us 180 for 9 with 32 balls of the  innings remaining 
	Could we score at a run a ball? No. Could we at least push the score above 200? No. Could we make Bromley Common work hard for our tenth wicket? No. 
	We lasted just eight further balls with, to his credit, Roger Nichols scoring four runs from the four balls he received, but it was Matt who was the last man out, bowled for 20 but, to be fair, he had held the latter half of the innings together and without him we probably would have struggled to make 150 
	Nevertheless, this was disappointing, particularly after such a good start and the skipper made his feelings perfectly clear during the tea interval 
“I want our opening bowlers firing on all cylinders,  so I will eat their sausage rolls, which will slow them down” 
	And it worked as ‘Sully’ ripped into the top order to reduce the Common to 34 for 3; it would have been 34 for 4 but Josh was a bit slow off the mark – I wonder what was the cause of that – and failed to hold a simple catch 
	Relieved Bill Wisbey 36), for he was the beneficiary, then shared in a fourth wicket stand of 42 with  Alex Henderson (44) before Matt Carruthers bowled him. Henderson was now joined by Charles Rajakanthan (47 n.o) and they put on 59 for the fifth wicket before the returning ‘Sully’ had Henderson caught by the skipper, a catch that defied gravity and description, so I am not going to describe it  -  135 for 5 in the 31st over which, with five wickets remaining, left the Common still slight favourites. 
	However, then came one of those champagne moments for which the 3rd Xl are renowned. With the batsmen attempting a third run -  Dave Jukes was the fielder, so they felt confident -  the latter unleashed a ferocious throw which demolished the middle stump of the batsman running towards the bowlers end although, and to be honest, if the ball had not hit the umpire’s right knee, thereby diverting it onto the said stump, then it would have gone for four overthrows 
	On such trivial incidents are games of cricket decided, although the umpire was heard to describe it in somewhat different, albeit more colourful, terms. Bromley Common now needed 10 runs from the last seven balls. 
	Nathan Carpenter, who had earlier been out for the first time this season, and bowled first ball at that,  was now  bowling himself and completed his over with a dot ball and Matt Carruthers, tasked with the responsibility of bowling the final over, kept his head and conceded just four runs from his 
	So another victory for the 3rd Xl – their sixth of the season, and a rota has been drawn up for visiting the umpire in hospital 
MOM: Tom Sullivan – An inspirational first spell and finished with 4 for 30. Extra sausage rolls for him in the next game, but only if we are batting second 
Holland Nichols.D Allen Jukes.D Carpenter.J Mascarenhas Carpenter,N Carruthers.M Jukes.J Sullivan Nichols.R 




				Averages 

				Batting 

				Ings		N.O.	Runs	HS		Avge

N. Carpenter 			6		5	119	43*		119.00 
L. Allen 			7		2	182	94*		36.40
J. Carpenter 			7		2	168	49		33.60
J, Holland			7		0	175	44		25.00
D. Nichols 			7		0	169	83		24.14 
J. Mascarenhas		6		1	112	25		22.40
J.  Jukes 			3		2	21	12*		21.00 
D. Jukes			7		0	120	44		17.14
M. Carruthers 			3		0	30	20		10.00
T. Sullivan 			1		0	4	4		4.00

Also batted: R. Nichols   4*   *Not  out 



					Bowling 

				Overs	Mdns	Runs	Wkts	Best			Avge

T. Sullivan			55.2	5	221	13	4 for 30		17.00
J. Jukes 			55	2	199	11	3 for 22		18.09
M. Carruthers 			54	2	225	12	3 for 23		18.75
N. Carpenter			51.2	2	213	8	3 for 29		26.63
R. Nichols 			54.5	1	236	7	2 for 24		33.17  

Wicket-keeping   12– J. Mascarenhas  (12ct) 

Catches   4  -  J. Holland,    3 -  Nichols, R  2-   Sullivan  1-  L. Allen, Nichols. D, Carpenter,J, Jukes.D, Jukes.J 




